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Upcoming Events:

December 12: PTO Meeting

December 13: Orange Leaf Dining 
for Dollars

December 19: Skate Night

December 22-January 5

Winter Break!

Join us for the December PTO Meeting!
Tuesday, December 12, 6:30-7:30. 

Childcare provided.

We will be focusing discussion on the math 
curriculum at University. Dr. Morgan will be 
joined by Mrs. Kim Williams, MCCSC 
Coordinator for High Ability Education to 
give parents a comprehensive 
understanding of the math curriculum 
through middle and high school. 

Winter Break is almost 
here! Enjoy your time 

off! See you in January.

Keep connected! Check out the PTO website at www.uespto.org or follow the 
PTO on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/419422001593651/.

Follow University on Twitter @UniversityElem. 

Ugly Sweater Skate Night!

Western Skateland
930 W. 17th St.

Tuesday, December 19

6:30-8:30

$5/skater

Dining for Dollars: 20% of your 
purchase goes to University 

Elementary PTO

Orange Leaf
2550 E. 3rd St.

Wednesday, December 13, 1-9 p.m.

Present flier or mention fundraiser to cashier.

http://www.uespto.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/419422001593651/


News From First Grade
Written by Mrs. Schroeder

The first graders have been learning about How We Express Ourselves in our 
third IB theme. We are learning about culture and customs by studying family 
traditions through holidays and folklore.  We have learned that traditions are 
something that is learned and passed down from one generation to the next. Folklore 
can be family stories and songs passed on orally from one generation to the next. We 
are also learning how our traditions and stories can be different and similar. 

Special area teachers are involved also. Mrs. D’Eliso shared new books from the 
library about birthday celebrations from different cultures.  

In Spanish, Mrs. Terwilliger said, “  We will be discussing the tradition of las 
posadas, the legend of the poinsettia, and some vocabulary associated with Christmas 
(la Navidad) which is celebrated by the majority of people in Spanish speaking 
countries.”

Mrs. Newsom helped students make clay gingerbread men in art to tie in with 
the familiar folktale, The Gingerbread Man. She hopes to have them ready to go home 
before winter break!

In music Ms. Bowen is teaching traditional folksongs and games from different 
cultures.
   Students are preparing to present a favorite family tradition at their First Grade 
Traditions Celebrations before winter break. With our students from all over the world 
we enjoy seeing a wide variety of customs shared each year. Students share photos, 
objects, food, and sometimes family members too.

It has become a new first grade tradition.

Book and Movie Review From Mrs. Piekarsky’s 4th Grade Class

“She bent down and whispered in my ear.  ‘You really are a wonder, Auggie.  You are a 
wonder.’ “  

 Our class read and totally loved the book, Wonder, by Raquel J. Palacio, and rated it a perfect 
10 out of 10.  We also saw and enjoyed the movie, but rated it an 8.
 
There are many reasons why we loved the book. First, we loved envisioning the scenes in the 
book in our own heads.  For example, we could clearly see the entire audience giving Auggie a 
standing ovation at graduation.  Another reason why we loved the book was because we could 
empathize with Auggie. When he was teased by classmates we felt his pain and struggles. We 
could also feel his joy at the end of the book.

The movie was a bit different than the book.  The movie didn’t include Auggie getting hearing 
aids.  This was a big part of the fight scene that made it more intense in the book. Another change 
was that in the movie, Auggie did not get a new puppy after Daisy passed away.  In the book, this 
was an important scene of happiness and renewal. 

This book teaches us many lessons of life.  We will always remember Auggie’s precept, “Everyone in 
the world deserves a standing ovation at least once in their life because we all overcometh the 
world.” 

From Our Students



Check out the UES Library!

READING WITHOUT WALLS IN THE LIBRARY

This winter, the UES library will host a special reading challenge. Reading Without 
Walls is the brainchild of Gene Luen Yang, the National Ambassador for Young 
People’s Literature. This optional challenge for grades 2-6 opens up students to new 
ideas and perspectives.

Those who participate will be required to read books in three categories:

1) Read a book about a character who doesn’t look like you or live like you.
2) Read a nonfiction book about a topic you don’t know much about.
3) Read a book in a format or genre that you don’t normally read for fun.

Students will complete a sheet that asks them to consider their books, to compare a 
character’s life to their own, to share new knowledge learned, and to give feedback to 
various genres of books. We look forward to exploring the world through books.  The 
library will be supporting the challenge through booktalks and displays.

Parents:  You can participate, too!  Watch for instructions and a Reading Without Walls 
record sheet in early January. Books, as always, help us to understand and appreciate 
our world and its inhabitants.  We are excited for the program and to learn from our 
students!

Mary D’Eliso
UES librarian

Follow the library on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/128407267207236/



Boxtops 4 Education
Collect Boxtops for University! 
Download a collection sheet to 
make collecting and counting 
fun! You can find a variety of 

styles at 
www.boxtops4education.com/

about/collection-sheets

Earn Money for Our School
Kroger Community 

Rewards
Have you registered your Kroger card 

with their Community Rewards 
program? Our last check was over 

$1100! Sign up today and a percentage 
of your purchases will go to the 

University Elementary PTO. Learn more 
at www.krogercommunityrewards.com

1st Grader, Hugo Hwang, helped his mother deliver 
food donations to Heather at Community Kitchen. 

Needs Committee Co-Chair and 
Library Aide, Maggie Sher, with school 
social worker Georgie Kushiafes. 

The Needs Committee organized a 
very successful food drive to benefit 
the Backpack Buddies program 
through Community Kitchen! Over 
170 bags of food were donated to the 
program! Thank you University 
Families and Needs Committee!
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